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My	very	first	visit	to	New	Zealand	
recently	brought	to	light	the	

positive	impact	that	deliberate	action	
can	have	on	endangered	languages.

Still	considered	‘vulnerable’	
by	United	Nations	Education,	
Scientific	and	Cultural	
Organisation	(UNESCO)	who	
regularly	publishes	a	list	of	
endangered	languages,	the	
Maori	language,	te	reo	Maori,	
was	in	decline	in	the	1970s	with	
organisations	even	having	to	pay	
the	New	Zealand	Broadcasting	
Corporation	to	use	the	Maori	
language	in	broadcasts.	

But	pro-active	campaigning	to	raise	
the	importance	of	the	language	and	
culture	of	Maori	in	New	Zealand	has	
brought	about	a	degree	of	change,	
including	free	to	air	television	
channels	in	te	reo	Maori.

Among	UNESCO’s	definitions	of	
endangered	are	the	attitude	and	
policies	of	the	government	to	the	
language,	and	the	passing	on	of	the	
language	to	younger	generations.	
Both	of	these	have	played	a	major	
role	in	strengthening	te	reo	Maori:	
since	1987	the	language	is	one	of	New	

Endangered Languages

Zealand’s	official	languages,	and	
opportunities	for	immersive	learning	
are	enshrined	in	the	country’s	
Education	Act.

All	of	this	means	that	an	increasing	
number	of	people	are	using	and	
hearing	the	language	in	more	
situations,	and	also	that	the	younger	
generation	are	getting	involved	in	
what	was	rapidly	becoming	the	
domain	of	the	older	generation.
On	the	other	side	of	the	world	in	the	
northern	reaches	of	Canada,	lives	
Millie	Qitupana	Kuliktana,	who	has	
devoted	her	life	to	keeping	her	own	
Inuinnaqtun	language	and	culture	
alive.	

The	Inuinnaqtun	people	live	in	a	
small,	isolated	community,	and	find	

that	their	youngsters	are	leaving	the	
area	for	study	and	work,	and	so	drift	
away	from	their	own	culture	and	
language.

Millie	mentors	younger	people	
from	her	community	to	help	them	
maintain	and	improve	their	language	
skills	and	cultural	knowledge.	She	
and	other	‘elders’	teach	the	younger	
people	songs,	crafts	and	traditions,	all	
through	the	medium	of	Inuinnaqtun,	
so	that	the	language	does	not	become	
extinct.

Of	course	it	all	sounds	wonderful,	
but		it’s	not	easy	in	either	country,	
as	modern	lifestyles	overtake	older	
traditions,	and	younger	people	
become	less	interested	in	their	roots	
and	associated	language.
What	these	two	geographically	
distant	and	diverse	communities	
have	in	common	is	a	willingness	to	

effect	change,	and	the	focus	on	
involving	children	and	young	
people	to	learn	their	heritage	
language.

And	so	if	the	language	is	not	
marginalised	and	is	allowed	to	
be	a	regular	part	of	everyday	life,	
whether	at	home,	on	television,	or	
in	the	chambers	of	government,	
then	surely	it	becomes	a	part	
of	normality	not	just	for	the	

indigenous	people,	but	for	anyone	
who	lives	in	the	country?
We’ve	all	read	the	newspaper	articles	
saying	that	speaking	more	than	one	
language	boosts	brain	power	etc;	
then	why	not	boost	the	brains	of	our	
younger	generation	–	our	economic	
and	cultural	future	–	by	ensuring	that	
we	all	become	at	least	bilingual?
As	Millie	says	in	her	video	“Language	
does	not	stand	alone.	Language	
stands	with	culture.”	We	work	
hard	to	prevent	animal	species	
from	becoming	extinct,	surely	our	
own	language	and	culture	is	just	as	
important?

By	Marie O'Sullivan,	The	Languagepoint

"Why	not	boost	the	brains	of	
our	younger	generation	–	our	
economic	and	cultural	future	
–	by	ensuring	that	we	all	
become	at	least	bilingual?"

www.sanako.co.uk
http://arcticjournal.com/culture/441/thanks-millie-language-has-not-been-lost
http://www.bbc.com/news/health-17892521
http://www.bbc.com/news/health-17892521
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and	ESL	-	a	special	place	to	experiment	
safely	with	language	learning	as	well	as	
the	support	of	language	lab	equipment,	
software	and	services	has	proved	very	
valuable.	

Why Choose Sanako

Our	new	language	lab	was	installed	in	
September	2014	and	needed	to	be	user-
friendly.	The	system	also	needed	good	
listening	and	recording	capabilities.	As	
end	users,	we	use	the	software	daily.	

The	Sanako Study 1200	has	allowed	
modern	language	teachers	to	customize	
their	language	classes	and	make	more	
efficient	use	of	lab	time	and	conducting	
exams.	Our	ESL	teachers	have	been	able	
to	experiment	with	different	exercises,	
like	listening	to	audio	books,	which	can	
be	done	at	the	pace	of	each	student,	and	
using	the	Discussion	feature,	which	
allows	students	to	speak	more	freely	
with	a	classmate.	The	language	lab	staff	
offers	many	suggestions	to	our	modern	

language	and	ESL	faculty	about	how	to	
use	the	Sanako Study 1200 software	to	
improve	their	lab	use.	We	are	lucky	that	
our	administration	and	faculty	partner	
with	us	to	improve	language	teaching	
and	learning	in	the	language	labs	at	
Oakton	Community	College.	

One	specific	task	for	which	we	use	
the	Sanako Study 1200	is	recording	
using	the	Voice	Insert	feature	with	our	
Modern	Language	classes.	This	is	a	
very	important	feature	for	our	language	
testing.	Rather	than	having	students	
read	a	situation	and	record	a	response,	
the	Voice	Insert	feature	allows	our	
students	to	simulate	a	real	conversation	
by	listening	to	the	test	questions	in	the	
target	language	and	having	to	record	a	
response	in	the	target	language.	

Bringing the World to Oakton

At	Oakton	Community	College,	
students	have	an	unusually	rich	array	
of	opportunities	to	study	cultures	and	
languages.	From	Spanish	to	Korean,	
Italian	to	Arabic,	the	College's	Modern	
Languages	program	offers	courses	
in	13	different	languages	-	more	than	
any	other	community	college	in	
Illinois.	These	courses	stress	the	basic	
language	skills	of	speaking,	listening,	
reading,	and	writing,	and	they	are	now	
enhanced	by	the	features	of	the	Sanako 
Study 1200 multimedia	language	lab.	In	
addition,	Oakton	Community	College	
has	non-credit	and	credit	English	as	
Second	Language	(ESL)	classes,	which	
also	utilize	the	Language	Lab	for	
various	activities.	

Oakton	introduces	students	to	the	world	through	programs	in	13	modern	
languages	and	the	Sanako	Study	1200	multimedia	language	lab

Having	previously	used	an	out-of-
date	cassette	tape	language	lab,	the	

Modern	Language	Department	knew	
we	had	to	start	using	computers	and	
digital	media	to	serve	our	language	
instructors	and	students.	We	began	
converting	our	lab	little	by	little	from	
analog	to	digital	by	adding	more	and	
more	computers	and	recording	student	
exams	digitally	with	Sanako Study 
Solo,	until	finally	Oakton	approved	a	
complete	replacement	for	our	language	
lab.		

Additionally,	our	Modern	Language	
and	ESL	departments	made	the	case	
regarding	the	importance	for	having	a	
dedicated	space	for	language	learning	
and	teaching	in	our	Language	Labs.	
Reducing	the	anxiety	of	language	
students	so	that	they	could	perform	
better	as	language	learners	was	a	big	
part	of	our	message	to	our	College	
about	how	our	Language	Labs	support	
language	learning.	Giving	all	of	our	
language	students	-	Modern	Language	

By		Beth	Wrobel,	Language	Lab	Coordinator

While	the	1.5	m	shorter	length	USB	
cable	was	primarily	developed	for	
customers	with	wireless	labs	who	
use	laptop	computers,	many	wired	
/	LAN	customers	will	benefit	from	
it	as	well.	For	example,	in	stationary	
Sanako	language	labs	we	are	seeing	
many	schools	who	are	now	purchasing	
laptops,	all-in-one	computers,	or	
the	slim	/	small	form	factor	desktop	
computers	which	can	sit	on	the	student	
desk.	Since	these	labs	all	have	the	
teacher	and	student	computers	within	
arm’s	reach,	the	current	2.5	m	USB	
cable	provides	far	more	length	than	is	
required	for	the	headset	to	comfortably	
reach	the	computer.		

Therefore	Sanako	has	also	designed	
this	shorter	length	USB	cable	in	an	
effort	to	better	accommodate	the	end	
user	and	to	prevent	early	damage	to	
the	headset	cables.	Replacing	your	2.5	
m	USB	cables	with	the	new	1.5	m	USB	
cable	or	wrapping	up	any	extra	cable	
length	should	resolve	this	issue	for	you.	

If	you	are	interested	in	utilizing	the	new	
SLH07	1.5	m	USB	headset	cable	in	your	
Sanako	language	lab,	please	contact	
Sanako	or	your	local	reseller.	

http://www.sanako.com/contact/
http://www.sanako.com/resellers/

New	Sanako	SLH07	USB	headset	cable	available	in	1.5	m	shorter	length
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Stimulating language learning 
with technology

From	the	viewpoint	of	the	Hua	Qiao	
University,	a	high	quality	language	
lab	offering	advanced	technology	and	
all	the	needed	functions	for	teaching	
is	an	essential	tool	for	a	modern	
campus.	A	modern	language	lab	
will	help	the	teacher	to	improve	the	
means	and	quality	of	teaching	(with	
technology)	by	providing	a	secure	
and	efficient	system.	With	a	“student-
oriented”	approach,	as	the	teachers	at	
Hua	Qiao	describe,	the	language	lab	
provides	daily	teaching	activities	with	
advanced	technology	which	improve	
students’	communication	skills	in	
foreign	language,	making	the	most	out	

of	limited	class	hours.	Learning	in	a	
language	lab	will	stimulate	students’	
motivation	and	make	the	lessons	more	
active,	meeting	the	communicational	
needs	of	all	skill	levels,	also	the	more	
advanced.	

Language	learning	at	Hua	Qiao	University,	China

With a history of more than 50 years, the Hua Qiao University 
offers education for over 30 000 students, out of which 5000 
are foreign students from altogether 40 different countries, 
making the university a truly international institution.  

Flipped	Learning	in	your	language	lessons
By Marie O'Sullivan, The LanguagePoint 

In	recent	months	I’ve	been	reading	
a	lot	more	about	flipped	learning	–	

an	approach	in	which	students	learn	
and	prepare	for	their	lessons	at	home	
through,	for	example,	pre-recorded	
video	lectures	or	explanations.	During	
class,	teachers	can	then	use	their	time	to	
engage	with	students,	helping	them	to	
apply	their	knowledge	through	active	

learning,	such	as	practical	work	and	
problem	solving.	

Teachers	can	aid	students	when	and	
where	it	is	needed,	therefore	making	
the	most	of	one-to-one	interaction	time	
available	with	the	students	in	class.	

Research	suggests	that	benefits	of	
flipped	learning	include:	improvement	
in	student	performance,	students	
feeling	more	engaged	and	empowered	
to	take	on	more	ownership	for	their	
learning,	and	greater	flexibility	for	
students	as	they	can	repeat	the	lessons	
to	understand	the	content	in	order	to	
prepare	fully	for	class.	

Flipped	based	learning	therefore	seems	
very	suitable	for	language	teaching	
and	learning,	where	so	much	progress	
depends	on	the	students	themselves	
practicing	their	speaking	and	listening	
in	a	target	language,	but	where	so	often	
the	teacher	is	a	necessary	support	in	
these	activities.	

For	a	flipped	based	language	lesson,	
you	could	prepare	an	explanation	for	
a	topic	such	as	the	future	tense.	Then,	
when	your	students	come	into	class,	
they	could	be	put	in	pairs	using	the	
Study	1200	language	lab	and	practice	
their	speaking	with	the	future	tense.	
The	language	lab	is	really	useful	here,	as	
you	can	easily	listen	with	headphones	
to	any	of	the	conversations	and	
intervene	if	necessary.	The	lab	therefore	
allows	each	student	to	demonstrate	
their	understanding	without	the	need	
for	each	person	to	speak	individually	in	
front	of	the	class.	

By	recording	the	conversations	with	
a	click	of	the	mouse,	the	language	lab	
gives	the	students	freedom	to	practice	
and	allows	you	to	monitor	them	all	with	
ease.	
	
A	lot	of	us	have	probably	already	
implemented	this	type	of	learning	plan	
without	even	realizing	it!	

©iStockphoto.com/dr911

Sanako language labs in 
efficient use  

The	language	labs	at	Hua	Qiao,	
altogether	20	of	them,	now	in	active	use	
by	thousands	of	students,	are	the	fully	
digital	yet	non	PC-based	Sanako	Lab	
100	language	labs.	For	the	demanding	
training	of	interpretation	skills,	the	Hua	
Qiao	also	works	with	the	extension	
module	of	Sanako Lab 100 STS,	that	
offers	features	that	are	specifically	
designed	for	training	interpreters.	
Among	the	favourite	learning	activities	
offered	by	the	Sanako	Labs	at	Hua	Qiao	
are	the	possibility	to	practice	phone	
conversations	and	meetings.Sanako language labs are currently in active use by 

thousands of students at the prestigious University of 
Hua Qiao
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New activities in Sanako Study v. 8.0

From	the	perspective	of	language	
learners	and	teachers,	Study	v.	8.0	
includes	several	new	features	and	
enhancements	that	expand	the	
learning	experience.	The	new	Phone 
Conversation activity	has	been	much	
requested	and	is	a	familiar	activity	
to	many	language	teachers.	Phone	
Conversation	allows	students	to	“call”	
each	other,	which	allows	for	a	wide	
range	of	real-life	based	conversation	
exercises.	

The	second	new	activity	in	Study	v.	8.0	
integrates	the	well-liked	Pronounce	
tool	with	the	Study	classroom.	The	
Pronounce activity	allows	teachers	to	
convert	any	text	into	a	pronunciation	

exercise	that	can	be	launched	directly	
to	students.	At	the	student	end,	a	
separate	window	will	open	where	they	
can	proceed	with	the	pronunciation	
exercise.	The	Pronounce	activity	
employs	all	the	speech	recognition	and	
pronunciation	analysis	tools	in	Sanako 
Pronounce	to	produce	objective	results	
of	student	performance.	Additionally,	
teachers	are	able	to	collect	student	work	
and	a	report	of	student	scores.	

Introducing: Pronounce Classroom 

We	are	excited	to	announce	the	release	
of	a	new	product, Sanako Pronounce 
Classroom.	

Pronounce	Classroom	combines	
the	pronunciation	tools	of	Sanako 
Pronounce with	automatic	
management,	evaluation	and	collection	
features	for	the	teacher.	

The	system	includes	a	new	Pronounce	
Manager	application	that	allows	
teachers	to	manage	exercises,	view	
students’	progress	and	performance	and	
collect	student	work.	

Sanako  Everyday English content

Sanako Everyday English	is	a	series	
of	English	lessons	on	everyday	topics.	
The	material	is	targeted	for	young	
teenagers,	but	is	also	suitable	for	
learners	of	all	ages.	The	real	life	subjects	
in	the	Everyday	English	lessons	provide	
learners	a	tangible	context	for	learn	
learning	English	and	they	will	be	able	
to	improve	their	language	skills	while	
discussing	topics	that	are	present	in	
their	day-to-day	lives.
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March 12-14th - TESOL Arabia, Dubai, 
UAE 

The	21st	TESOL	Arabia	International	
conference	will	be	held	at	the	HYATT	
Regency	hotel,	Dubai	and	invites	
teachers	to	explore	‘the	myriad	ways’	
of	how	technology	can	enhance	their	
lessons.

Sanako	are	proud	to	once	again	be	in	
attendance	of	this	fantastic	event.

April, 10-12th -	China International 
Education Equipment

Sanako	is	a	regular	particiupant	of	
this	event	and	are	looking	forward	to	
exhibiting	again	this	year.

April 23rd - International Education 
South-East Asia Expo, Manila, 
Philippines

International	Education	South-East	
Asia	Expo	Manila	is	a	1	day	event	being	
held	on	23rd	April	2015	in	Manila,	
Philippines.	This	event	showcases	
products	like	boarding	schools,	private	
schools,	holiday	and	summer	camps,	
internships	and	language	teaching	
associated	with	this	field	etc.	in	the	
Education	&	Training	industry.

mailto:info@sanako.com
www.sanako.com
www.thelanguagepoint.com

